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This is a profile of Carlos Alberto Torres, an influential leader in the field of 
comparative and international education (CIE). It provides a biographical 
background of his upbringing and educational experience in Argentina, 
Mexico, Canada, and the United States. This article also documents his 
substantive and prolific scholarship and impact on CIE and his career 
trajectory to leadership positions in several international academic 
organizations, including his presidency in the Comparative and International 
Education Society (1997-1998) and the World Council of Comparative 
Education Societies (2013-2016). This article documents Carlos’ contributions 
to the development of a political sociology of education, and global 
citizenship education, in addition to his work on Latin American Education, 
CIE and multiculturalism. With the delineation of his upbringing, career path, 
and intellectual contributions, the article further highlights the advice he 
provides to young scholars who are considering a potential career in CIE. 
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Introduction 

  

This is a profile of Carlos Alberto Torres, an influential leader and critical theorist in the field 
of Comparative and International Education (CIE). He is currently a Distinguished Professor 

 This profile draws heavily from two interviews conducted by the authors with Carlos Alberto Torres on 24 and 1
1 April 2019. All of the uncited direct quotes in this profile derive from these interviews.



Shin, D. & Hou, Y.

of Education at Graduate School of Education & Information 
Studies (GSEIS), University of California, Los Angeles 
(UCLA) and serves as the UNESCO Chair on Global Learning 
and Global Citizenship Education at UCLA since 2016. He 
also held the presidency in the Comparative & International 
Education Society (CIES) (1997-1998) and the World Council 
of Comparative Education Societies (WCCES) (2013-2016). 
This profile documents his career path and intellectual 
scholarship in CIE, as well as his empirical and theoretical 
research on exploring the relationship between education and 
the state, and frameworks of the Political Sociology of 
Education. Moreover, the article underscores his prominent 
leadership in the field of CIE and his lifelong commitment to 
education for liberation and social change at local and global 
levels.   

Early Years in Argentina and Mexico 

In 1950, Carlos was born in a working-class family in a shanty town of Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. His mother worked in a local shoe factory, and his father was unemployed when 
he was born. Then his father managed to have a fruit stand at a market, but it was destroyed 
soon due to the economic crisis in 1952. When Carlos was five years old, the family’s living 
conditions were slightly improved upon moving to a lower middle-class neighborhood where 
his aunt lived. Carlos attended a Catholic elementary school there and spent the rest of his 
childhood in a small neighborhood named Flores. Proximity being the major factor in the 
selection of schools, Carlos attended a secondary school in Flores as well. As Carlos puts it, 
the secondary school he attended was a community-based school where parents in the 
neighborhood provided financial support and some of them even served as teachers in the 
school. Accounting and law were the two academic tracks provided at the school, and Carlos 
chose the latter since he was expected to be a future lawyer. He had a gift for reading fast and 
developing compelling arguments, and he thought law would be more suitable for him than 
accounting. 

When Carlos first got exposed to courses like sociology and political economy, he 
demonstrated keen interest and talent in them. Carlos described that he felt like he could 
understand the content in those books very easily. He did not perform well during the first 
few years in high school; however, he worked very hard from his fourth year and became a 
successful student in the school. He excelled particularly in the political economy class, 
although it was not much of a desired course for many other students at the time. At home, 
Carlos’ parents gave him an extraordinary amount of love and support when he was growing 
up. His father, who especially valued education, greatly encouraged him to have a college 
degree, although he only completed limited years of formal education. 

The enduring backdrop of political violence and class struggle in Argentina of the time 
shaped Carlos’ most vivid memory of his childhood and youth. There was a military takeover 
as soon as he attended elementary school in 1956. In 1966, a dictatorship regime ruled the 
government, and it was eventually replaced with a democratic administration, marked by the 
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nation’s election in 1973. However, democracy only lasted for three years, and it was 
disrupted in 1976 by a furious coup d'état, which resulted in another ruthless authoritarian 
dictatorship reoccupying the country at the price of thousands of deaths. The constant 
political turmoil in Carlos’ upbringing in Argentina profoundly influenced his perception of 
democracy, power, and the state since his early years. The violent social and political context 
led him to fiercely denounce hegemony and totalitarianism. He developed unshakable faith in 
the importance of building democratic structures for a government and a state. This belief 
became central to his later perception and scholarship on CIE. 

When Carlos graduated from secondary school in 1968, he was already a leading member of 
Argentina’s Leadership of a Catholic youth group, which became one of the first groups of 
Liberation Theology in the country. The organization he joined aimed to establish a new view 
on religion and politics by practicing what they preach in the community to benefit the people 
(Torres 2016). This experience provided a critical process for Carlos to become a political 
sociologist later on. With such passionate engagement in the community work, he left for 
Colombia to be a missionary for one year and lived several months so he could be trained to 
become a priest. After returning from Colombia, he began his higher education at the Jesuit 
University of El Salvador (Universidad del Salvador) in Argentina, which at the time had the 
best School of Sociology in the country. During his college years, Carlos was deeply 
influenced by several critical theorists such as Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, Karl Marx, 
Jürgen Habermas, Herbert Marcuse, and Frantz Fanon, which laid a solid foundation for him 
to analyze and re-invent the works of Paulo Freire (Torres 2016). Freire is a Brazilian 
educator and critical social theorist, who became a friend, colleague, and the most important 
mentor to Carlos later in his life. In 1974, he received a Bachelor of the Arts with honors in 
Sociology and a Teaching Credential in Sociology and became the first one in his family who 
held a college degree. Carlos had many jobs prior to his academic career. For example, he 
once worked in a bank while attending college to make ends meet. He also taught religious 
studies for several years in a Catholic school. His academic career started out when he 
worked as the Secretary-General for Estudio de la Ciencia en América Latina (ECLA), a 
prestigious social sciences-oriented research institute. 

After college, Carlos received several teaching positions to teach Philosophy or Social 
Science in a couple of Argentine universities. He also had an opportunity to teach adult 
education in a teacher education program. In spite of the chaotic social and political 
environment, the exposure to the works of critical social theorists including Freire inspired 
Carlos to build a commune and a Freirean school in Patagonia, a southern side rural area in 
Argentina. However, those entirely utopian and communitarian attempts ended up in failure 
(Torres 2016). In 1975, a few friends of Carlos were assassinated because of their 
involvement in the commune and other literacy programs. Another horrific event that blew 
his mind was the slaughter of a famous human rights lawyer who was killed a few days later. 
These fatal episodes prompted Carlos to believe that he and his family would be in danger if 
they did not leave Argentina. The subsequent deadly incidents proved that leaving the country 
was a life-saving decision. In 1976, he eventually decided to exile in Mexico with his then-
wife and three children. With a scholarship, he began graduate studies at the Latin American 
Faculty of Social Science (FLACSO) in Mexico. Prior to his exile, Carlos had already 
finished his first book Lectura Crítica de Paulo Freire (Critical Reading of Paulo Freire). 
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Due to the political turmoil in Argentina, this book on Freire was finally published in Mexico 
in 1978 and in Portuguese in Brazil. 

As Carlos describes, the experience of exile in Mexico is “a profound experience of learning” 
(Torres 2016, p. 237). He was then a graduate student studying Political Science at FLACSO 
and earned his Master of Arts degree in 1978. After completing graduate studies, he worked 
as an Associate Professor and researcher for Secretariat of Public Education at Universidad 
Pedagógica Nacional (National Pedagogic University) in Mexico since 1979. In the same 
year in Mexico, Carlos began to serve as a director for the Department of Educational 
Research focusing on Adult Education until 1980. The learning and working experience in 
Mexico also inspired Carlos to deepen an understanding of the relationship between power 
and education. He further developed theories around the role of the state and education 
policies. Carlos had several publications back then, mostly in Spanish and Portuguese. 
Besides a discussion for Latin American education, these earlier works concentrated on 
important aspects of Freire’s thoughts and critical pedagogy. 

  

Charting a Path in CIE 

With a full fellowship, Carlos went to 
Stanford University in the United States in 
1980. He first obtained a second master’s 
degree in International Development 
Education, and then he continued doctoral 
studies in the same program, which marked 
the beginning of his formal career in the 
field of CIE. In 1983, he earned a doctorate 
f rom S tan fo rd wi th comple t ing a 
dissertation titled “Educational Policy 
Formation and the Mexican Corporatist 
State: A Study of Adult Education Policy 
and Planning in Mexico (1970-1982).” For 
Carlos, studying and conducting research in 
the U.S. was both bitter and sweet. On the 
one hand, he spoke no English before 
coming to Stanford. Therefore, taking 
classes, writing academic papers, and 
doing the research in the English language 
by learning it from scratch was a massive 
challenge for him. Moreover, Carlos needed time to make sense of a new culture and 
particularly the dynamics around diversity in the U.S. which is closely linked to his learning 
and teaching in higher education institutions. In addition to navigating the new language and 
culture, he also needed to raise three children, which placed another burden on him (Torres 
2016). 

On the other hand, the Anglo-Saxon scholarship tradition provided him with a more in-depth 
understanding of the positivism-oriented epistemological foundations in the U.S. educational 
research. U.S.-based critical theorists such as Michael Apple, Gloria Ladson-Billings, Martin 
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Carnoy, Herbert Gintis, Maxine Green, Joel 
Samoff, and Henry (Hank) Levin also 
enlightened him to reflect on American 
social liberalism (Torres 2016). A new 
presidential administration in the United 
States set the stage for the 1980s, where 
neoconservatism and later the model of 
neoliberalism became predominant. It had 
profound local and global implications on 
social policies and reforms at varying levels. 
Being aware of this change, Carlos took 
the initiative to respond to neoliberalism 
discourses with radical critiques in 
publications through a perspective of Latin 
American education. During this time, 
apart from editing several books in Spanish and Portuguese with a focus on adult education 
and the works of Freire, Carlos began to produce publications in English. “Adult Education 
Policy, Capitalist Development, and Class Alliance: Latin America and Mexico” is one of his 
earliest English articles published in the International Journal of Political Education (1983). 

After graduating from Stanford, Carlos served as the Vice-President of the Research 
Committee on Political Education for International Political Science Association (IPSA). In 
1984, he returned to Mexico and worked as a Professor at FLACSO until 1986. During this 
period, he constructed the initial layout of the theories in the Political Sociology of 
Education. Specifically, Carlos developed the theories of the state and argued that education 
policies were served as the compensatory legitimation of a state if it faced deficit legitimacy. 
He noted that the formation and transformation of a state’s nature would directly act on 
educational policies, reforms, and practices (Torres 2016). Adult education policies, in this 
sense, were precisely positioned as a method of compensatory legitimation for the state to 
make up citizens lost political rights and increase their loyalty. Aligning with Carlos’ 
fundamental theories in the Political Sociology of Education, his intellectual scholarship at 
the time paid particular attention to adult education in Latin America. He also discussed the 
relationship between education and political power in Poder Político y Educación en México 
(Political power and education in Mexico) (Pescador and Torres 1985)  

After years in Mexico, Carlos came back to the U.S. and worked at World College West in 
California as a Fulbright Scholar. In 1986, he received the Izaak Walton Killam Memorial 
Scholarship to begin his Post-Doctoral research in the Centre for International Education and 
Development (CIED) at the University of Alberta in Canada. During this period, he continued 
his work and research on adult education by conducting comparative studies on adult learning 
policies in Canada, Mexico, and Tanzania. Generously funded by the International 
Development Centre (IDRC), Carlos and his colleagues argued that there were three different 
models of adult education policies among those countries (Torres 2016). However, they 
agreed that adult education was considered as a tool in those different countries to accumulate 
capital and increase their political legitimation (Torres 2016). The reason was that the noted 
adult education programs and policies only upgraded learners’ technical skills without 
empowering them (Torres 2016). This sense of deep-rooted bureaucratic rationality and 
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1984. Carlos was conducting research on the new Nicaraguan 
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dominant instrumental ideology made him feel very disenchanted about further engaging in 
related research about adult learning. 

Carlos was quite prolific during his Canadian period. He published several papers with his 
colleagues based on the research project on comparative adult education. In 1990, he 
published The Politics of Nonformal Education in Latin America (1988), which further 
developed his theories in the Political Sociology of Education and revisited the relationship 
between the state and non-formal education in Latin America. He also produced several 
publications at this point centering upon the critiques of capitalism and neoliberalism and 
discussed how these structures could impact educational policy-making. Carlos then worked 
as an advisor to Freire when Freire had his tenure as the Secretary of Education in São Paulo 
for two years since 1989. Beginning in 1988, he became an Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Educational Foundations at the University of Alberta until he went to UCLA 
in 1990. At UCLA, he initially worked as an Assistant Professor at the Graduate School of 
Education. He rose to full Professor in UCLA’s Graduate School of Education and 
Information Studies in 1994. One year later, he served as a director at the Latin American 
Center at UCLA until 2005. During his years at UCLA, he continued to produce scholarly 
work on criticizing neoliberalism and educational injustice. He paid close attention to 
globalization and social movements, and their impact on educational reform and citizenship 
education.  

Impact on the CIE Field 

Carlos expressed in his application to the presidency of WCCES that the main areas of his 
theoretical research focus on “the relationship between culture and power, the 
interrelationships of economic, political, and cultural spheres, and the multiple and 
contradictory dynamics of power among and within social movements that make education a 
site of permanent conflict and struggle” (2013). Having done comparative studies on adult 
education and education policy in multiple countries, his empirical research proceeded onto 
the impact of globalization in different parts of the world, especially on higher education. His 
lived experiences shaped his theoretical and empirical research agenda, ultimately resulting 
in the development of the Political Sociology of Education—his main contribution to the 
field of CIE. The three major elements of his academic career are his authority as a scholar of 
Latin American education in comparative 
perspective, his work on Freire, and the 
invention of the Political Sociology of 
E d u c a t i o n . W h i l e h i s s c h o l a r l y 
achievements earned him a place in various 
leadership positions in the field, his 
administrative skills and fearless visions for 
the organizations were recognized with the 
prestige that follows his executive titles.  

Born in Argentina, educated in Mexico, 
heavi ly inf luenced by a Brazi l ian 
philosopher, Carlos’ work naturally looked 
at various parts of Latin America. Carlos 
has spent much of his foregrounding 
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a book chapter. Photo courtesy of Carlos A. Torres.
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academic career in Latin American studies. As a counter offer to his Endowed Chair and 
Deanship offered by another university, Carlos became Director of the Latin American Center 
in 1995, which is now the UCLA Latin American Institute. During his involvement as the 
Director of the Latin American Center, Carlos also served as the Chair of the Commission on 
Education and Society of the Latin American Council of Social Sciences (CLACSO). As the 
Director of the Center, Carlos has brought in more than two million dollars of research 
funding during his decade-long tenure. As an Organized Research Unit of the University of 
California, paramount research projects on Latin America were conducted under his 
leadership. He had produced comparative studies on various levels and types of education 
including adult education, popular education, higher education, and teacher education across 
Latin America, linking the political struggles and social changes that went on. While his work 
still questioned the role of the state and power, he began to look more into citizenship during 
this time. His research agenda reflects the process of social changes and the transition into the 
topic of citizenship can be explained by a natural account that once a democratic government 
are held accountable, naturally, the rights and the responsibility of the people should also 
begin to be held accountable as well.  

Carlos is also known to be the principal biographer of Freire, and many of the published 
works of Carlos involve investigating and expanding the work of Freire. As a teacher, he was 
tremendously attached to critical studies in education, especially that of Freire. Amongst the 
critical theorists that Carlos studied to become a political sociologist, Freire has heavily 
influenced Carlos both as a guiding role model as well as a subject of research and analysis. 
Having been a political exile himself, he received a calling by Freire’s Pedagogy of the 
Oppressed to become a global public intellectual with a pedagogical and political agenda. 
More than a dozen of his writings are on Freire, including the most recent publications he has 
been working on. Carlos and Freire were involved in various educational activities together, 
including Freire’s request to invite Carlos as his advisor during his service as the Secretary of 
Education of the City of São Paulo, Brazil in 1989. Freire praised Carlos’ critical analysis of 
Freire’s epistemological and philosophical perspectives. With Freire himself, Carlos co-
founded the Paulo Freire Institute in Sao Paulo, Brazil in 1991. Freire became a very close 
personal friend of Carlos. The rather sudden death of Freire in 1997 brought immense 
sadness that it was difficult for Carlos to bare. Buried in depression, Carlos wrote Education, 
Democracy and Multiculturalism: Dilemmas of Citizenship in a Global World (1998) to cope 
with the death of Freire. The book is translated into multiple languages and is one of his 
major publications that contributed to the field of CIE.  

Even after the death of Freire, Carlos continued to commemorate him by establishing the 
Paulo Freire Institute (PFI) at UCLA in 2002 with financial and administrative support from 
the Dean and the Chair. The PFI has been expanded to multiple continents, and now resides 
in various countries. Founded with his students with whom Carlos still keeps close contact 
with, the UCLA PFI is home of the California Association for Freirean Educators (CAFE). 
The UCLA PFI hosts a student-organized CAFE conference every year where students, 
teachers, scholars, practitioners all gather to discuss ways to reinvent Freire. CAFE brings 
together the communities as can be seen in the workshops that PFI provides to the educators 
such as “Teachers as Displaced Laborers” and other workshops on transformative education 
to empower teachers. Every summer, the PFI also organizes the International Summer 
Institute which was attended by more than 300 graduate students and teachers from Taiwan, 
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Korea, Denmark, Belize, Egypt, and Italy. When asked about his greatest accomplishment, he 
proudly said that it is when he had received the UCLA Graduate School of Education & 
Information Studies Best Teaching Award in 2012. 

!   
Left to right: Yumeng Chen, Hongyan Chen, Ana Elvira Steinbach Torres, Carlos A. Torres, Zhengmei Peng, Lauren 
Misiaszek, Gang Zhu, and Li Deng at a presentation Carlos gave titled “The Development and Challenge of Global 
Multicultural Education” at East China Normal University (ECNU), Shanghai, China, 27 March 2019. Photo courtesy of 
Carlos A. Torres. 

Carlos recalls that he instantly grasped the concepts of political economy when he first 
encountered the subject, and soon began teaching his peers as he was the only who 
understood it all. Such easiness of understanding the complex theoretical concepts continues 
his attraction to other topics that were significant in his life experiences to become building 
blocks for the Political Sociology of Education. Trained as a sociologist, his work focused on 
factors of social stratification. His main interest on class and market structures that attributed 
to the formation of class, such as capitalism, neoliberalism, and even globalism can be 
explained by his meager upbringing and his globetrotter experiences along with numerous 
international students he has advised. His lived experience to escape from a dictatorship is 
also reflected in his work on investigating the role of the state, examining the structure of 
power—the hegemony in various levels of spheres. Many of his early works involved 
research on policy, as he had also worked for the government of Mexico in the early years of 
his professional career and was an ad hoc adviser of the Government of Argentina in the 
1990s. His research at the time was to provide guidance for practitioners and policymakers on 
the issues of development as his doctoral study was on international development.  

Carlos has examined various factors of hegemony that impedes democracy and various forms 
of identities that structure inequality. His theoretical training on classical sociology of 
European scholars who mainly looked at class as the source of discrimination in addition to 
his own upbringing and lived experiences with poverty can be used to explain his focus on 
the economic structure of society and how it impacts individuals as well as the state, and the 
globe. The growing impact of globalization led him to collaborate with Robert Rhoads on 
The University, State and Markets. The Political Economy of Globalization in the Americas 
(2006). To expand from Freire’s criticism received by feminist and critical race scholars for 
not being able to expand his view of marginalized communities beyond class, Carlos 

!8



Profile of Carlos A. Torres

examined how cultural identities also form a structural inequality with globalism. He became 
more aware of the power of culture and the impact of cultural identities as he expanded his 
cultural experiences himself outside of Latin America. His book with Raymond Morrow, 
Social Theory and Education Social Theory and Education: A Critique of Theories of Social 
and Cultural Reproduction (1995) has become a standard text on theories and meta-theories 
in Sociology of Education in many schools. With social justice as the underlying goal, many 
works of Carlos contain critical interpretations of cultural and social reproduction theory, 
theories of the state, and analyses of multiculturalism, feminism, and other approaches to 
social diversity, inequality, and the struggle for social justice education.  

Carlos has been recognized as a leader in the CIE field through various organizations. He 
became the President of the Comparative International Education Society (CIES) in 1997, 
after serving on the Executive Committee as the Vice-President-Elect, and then as the Vice-
President. His creativity can be examined not only on his theoretical approach and the 
invention of the Political Sociology of Education but also in his years of serving at CIES as 
well. As a keynote presentation for CIES one year, Carlos wrote a play on the Pedagogy of 
the Oppressed, his students produced and performed the play. When organizing the annual 
CIES conference in Mexico City, he created a course on organizing a conference, and worked 
with his students to put together the conference in 1998. The Conference attracted more than 
800 participants and Carlos was able to provide funding for more than 20 graduate students to 
attend the conference. Being a multi-disciplinary scholar, he was also involved in Sociology 
and Political Science as his academic training involved in both. Carlos served twice as a 
President for the Research Committee of Sociology of Education of the International 
Sociological Association (1998-2006), during which he had expanded the board members to 
be from greater parts of the world. Carlos is honored to have been the President of the board 
which initiated with Pierre Bourdieu as the President while Basil Bernstein served also as 
President. Upon his tenure as the president of CIES, Carlos served as a liaison on behalf of 
the CIES to the WCCES. As the president of WCCES, Carlos sought to bridge the gaps 
between the South and the North by bringing more voices of the South to discuss issues of 
diversity, social justice, and multiculturalism in education. He wanted to bring together 
various institutions and organizations of different levels to work for the development of 
society. Carlos also strived to connect the field of comparative and international education 
with ethnic studies, gender studies, and area studies. He had finished his tenure as the 
president of WCCES in 2016. 

Carlos views education as an intervention. As 
a scholar with a big picture vision who is 
always updated in the global current affairs, 
Carlos began to examine the impact of 
globalization by investigating the global 
dynamics of the structure of power and the 
r o l e o f s u p r a n a t i o n a l , m u l t i l a t e r a l 
organizations. He had had chances to be 
involved in the global policy making sphere 
earlier in his career, but the cause he decided 
to be committed is global citizenship and the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) of 
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Carlos A. Torres giving the first issue of Global Commons 
Review to the former UNESCO Director-General Irina 
Bokova. It was for the “UNESCO Week for Peace and 
Sustainable Development: The Role of Education,” which took 
place in Ottawa, Canada, March 2017. Photo courtesy of 
Carlos A. Torres.
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UNESCO. In 2016, Carlos has been appointed as the UNESCO-UCLA Chair in Global 
Learning and Global Citizenship Education—this is the only UNESCO Chair in the 
University of California system. His research on citizenship had always been linked to 
multiculturalism in the past. In recent years, issues around Global Citizenship Education 
(GCE) has been on the top of his research agenda as can be seen on his works Theoretical 
and Empirical Foundations of Critical Global Citizenship Education (Torres 2017) and 
Global Citizenship Education and the Crises of Multiculturalism: Comparative Perspectives 
(Tarozzi and Torres 2016). He also initiated a journal called the Global Commons Review to 
provide a platform for practitioners of GCE to share and inspire one another on issues of 
implementing SDG in their communities (see globalcommonsreview.org). 

Carlos received the Honorary Fellows Award 
by CIES in 2019. Created to honor senior 
members who had significantly contributed to 
the field of CIE through a period of life-long 
achievement of scholarship, teaching, 
research, and technical service. All of his 
work strives for social change to deter from 
social reproduction. Carlos has authored or 
edited more than 60 books and more than 200 
research articles and book chapters. 
Comparative Education: The Dialectics of the 
Global and the Local, (2009), a book Carlos 
edited with Robert Arnove (now in its fourth 
edition with Stephen Franz as third co-
editor, 2013, and fifth edition in progress in 
two volumes by Arnove, Torres and 
Misiaszek), is claimed to be the textbook of 
choice for more than 50 Comparative Education programs internationally. He has lectured in 
many different parts of the world, given speeches in universities, academic conferences, 
international symposiums, and multilateral organizations including the United Nations in 
New York City. His works have influenced not only scholars and researchers but also 
practitioners, policymakers, and international leaders. Carlos has been highly productive for 
decades and received accolades, but when asked to identify the peak of his professional path, 
Carlos answered that perhaps he has yet peaked. 

Closing Remarks: Advice to the Future Generation 

Carlos is not only an academic writer but also a poet and fiction writer. He explained that the 
work of fiction allows him to freely explore things and ideas that are outside of the 
limitations of reality. His love for literature gives him a source of creativity, just as his 
passion for woodwork brings him much appreciation for structure and organization, and his 
care for gardening and beekeeping inspires him to explore a planetary approach to seek 
beyond anthropological perspective. Carlos recommends that students should read and study 
the classical theorists to establish strong scholarly foundations to grow from. As a natural 
writer, he believes that much more energy and time are needed to prepare for writing than the 
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process of writing itself. When advising his students, he highly discourages students working 
outside of their academic research area during the stage of the proposal, because he believes 
that the planning stage requires the most concentration and energy. As someone who can 
write for hours in one sitting, he enjoys the process of writing more than the sense of 
accomplishment with the end product. He claimed that he is always ready to move on to the 
next project as soon as he is done writing one, as he always has multiple projects at hand, and 
he enjoys having a diverse extension of his thoughts. What new scholars should seek to learn 
from him is his endless passion for so many things that always comes back to his research. 
Carlos reflected that he did not have a pre-conceived plan to achieve everything he had 
accomplished, but his willingness to stay tuned to the world and ability to learn new things 
had allowed for flexibility to always progress and move forward.   
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Carlos A. Torres with Zhicheng Huang next to Freire’s portrait in 
the corridor of the Institute for International and Comparative 
Education at East China Normal University, Shanghai, China, 
2019. Huang is the foremost Freirean scholar in China. Photo 
courtesy of Carlos A. Torres.
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